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The Last Hurrah for the Bizarre Year

A light projection of Corechella X's
logoonaschoolbuilding
[Source: Author, Junny Jung]

The final exams and project are
handed to teachers as the general
laziness on campus sets in. As
summer nears and the stress of
AP exams and finals slowly drift
away, Cleveland Charter High
School students patiently wait
for the special end-of-the-year
student-led concert on campus.
For the last few months, pupil
bands have been diligently prac-
ticing and perfecting their songs
for their performances. Despite
the pressure of the final exams
on the students of the organizing
committee, the planners have
managed to prepare a perfect fes-
tival despite the transition from
onlinetoin-person.

Thisyear hasbeen particularly
challenging for students across
the nation. For many, thiswasthe
first time they physically attend-
ed school in over fifteen months.

In the beginning of the corona-
virus outbreak, worries about
the pandemic and the safety of
schools concerned teachers and
students alike. However, with
time, we adjusted to the new, yet
familiar, setting. While the year
was filled with ups and downs,
it is important to be grateful for
making it out of this crazy year
in one piece. Thus, in the celebra-
tion of this achievement, Cleve-
land High School hosted its 10th
annual music festival.

The event is known as Core-
chella (derived from Coachella,
butwith thename ofthe program
infused) and originally started
whenagroup of students planned
the event in the hopes of raising
awareness about budget issues
thatwere detrimental tostudents’
education. Since then, these festi-
vals have been themed around

raising awareness for budget
shortfalls, which has culminated
into a large concert night. The
event notonly consists of musical
actsfromthe program’s very own
students, but also has silent auc-
tions, countless food trucks, and
celebrityhosts.

This year, there will be five mu-
sical acts performing on stage,
along with a mystery famous
hostthathasyettobeannounced.
While the objective of the event s
to increase awareness for fund-
raising, itis also hosted to reward
students for successfully making
it through the year, even if there
were times where thoughts of
giving up were prevalent. As the
unexpectedly crazy, yet exciting
year comes to an end, I congratu-
late the students living through
the pandemic in the same way
historybookswillsooninclude.

Rosemont Middle School Holds a Semi-Formal Dance

After two full years of skipping all
celebrations, promotions, and field
trips, Rosemont Middle School fi-
nallyheld its evening, semi-formal
danceon Friday, May 13from6to9
PM. Itwas planned by the ASB stu-
dentsandstaffmembers.

The dance was held at Rose-
mont Middle School itself, and
all the student council helped set
up the dance floor. The theme for
this years dance was “Hollywood
Nights: A Red Carpet Walk,” and
the student body decorated the
fieldaccordingly. Starting from the
Thursday before the event, profes-
sional construction workers came
and started assembling the dance
floor and the lights. Then, on the
actualday, ASBstudentsbroughtin
thetables, chairs,and of course, the
red carpet,tocompletethefantastic
visual.

Two weeks before the dance,
all students were able to buy their
tickets, to attend the show, and din-

forthe Semi-Formal.

ner tickets from Tommy’s Burg-
ers. Tickets for the event were $15,
while the dinner costed $10. With-
outthese itemsand their school ID,
studentswerenotallowedinsidethe
area. Still, the students wereallowed
tobuyticketsonthedayofthedance
aslong as they had brought all the
other necessities. Along with these
requirements, students also had a
dress code that they had to follow,
andasheet of paper consisting ofall
the clothing restrictions was given
to each student. For example, girls

Passions and College Majors

As the school year ends, seniors
grow excited about their futures.
At Los Alamitos High School,
most students choose to attend
college right after graduation. I
wanted to know what fields sen-
iors would study or degrees they
would earn. Because of this, for a
week I asked seniors about their
intended majors. From the re-
sults, I learned the importance of
discoveringyour deepest interests

duringhigh school.

I wanted to learn more about
our graduating class because of
my older sister. Although I am
only a sophomore, I watched as
my sister debated what to study
in her future, and it made me
wonder about other people her
age. Colleges expect high school
students to know whatareas they
wish to pursue. The decisions
they makeimpact the rest of their
lives, at the very least, their col-

lege experience.

By the end of the week, I gath-
ered intended majors from ten
seniors. I tried my best to ask
students from various subjects,
although my connections were
limited to certain activities. I
asked three seniors from a com-
puter science class, two seniors
from Model United Nations, two
seniors from a calculus class, and
three seniors from competitive
debate. Thankfully, my efforts
were not in vain, and there were
majors from many different fields.

From theresults,I gathered that
most high school students pursue
their dreams rather than chase
the money. Surprisingly, seniors
chose uncommon majors such
as Classics, History, and Graphic
Design, and only a few chose lu-
crative fields like Computer Sci-
ence and Economics. When I

Rosemont Middle School's Student Body are congratulated for all their hard work
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were allowed to wear dresses that
had atleast one strap, partial show-
ing of theback,and heels if wanted.
Boysweregiven theoptiontoweara
suitoranysemi-formaloutfit. How-
ever,jeansanda T-Shirt were on the
listof clothes that students could not
wear.

On the night of the dance, stu-
dents started showing up one by
one, along with their friends. The
staff were there to check tickets
and IDs, along with a thorough
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bag check, in case there were any
items that would violate school
rules. Lexi Pang, the ASB secre-
tary, reiterates about the dance,
“The Semi-Formal is an event that
all students at Rosemont Middle
School look forward to at the end
ofthe year. Itisa fun dance thatall
Rosemont Spartans are invited to
and that ASB puts on. We planned
thisdance monthsinadvance,and
not only that, we were in charge of
setting up and cleaning up before
andafter thedance. Itsoundslikea
lot of hard labor but with all of the
helping hands from everyone in
ASB, it was easy puttingon such a
spectacularevent!”

Thisdancewasdefinitelyanexcit-
ingmomentforallstudentsatRose-
mont Middle School. It was a way
forthemtoletgoofallthestressthey
weregoingthrough, especiallysince
the students were working hard
on their state testing duringfor the
weeks priortothedance. Allinall, it
wasanighttheywillneverforget.
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Starred results show that many seniors chose majors off their early interests.

asked whythey chose their majors,
many looked back on their child-
hood interests. A Political Science
major had debated since elemen-
tary school. An aspiringarchitect
loved LEGOs since they were a
kid. It was inspiring to discover
that graduating seniors would go
ontostudywhattheytrulywanted
to, focusing on subjects they were
passionate about. These students

[Source: Author, Sean Kim]

spent the last four years learning
about themselves and their inter-
ests, and they decided to follow
theirdreams duringcollege.

Afterasking seniors about their
future, Ilearned avaluablelesson.
I should spend my time in high
school learning more about my
interestsand pursue them further
incollege.
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Santa Fe’s Got Talent!

SantaFe's Sixth Grade Choir/Music Class Performing Their
Version of the ManyBroadway Shows
[Source: Author, SienaPorcell]

For the last month and a half,
the Santa Fe Christian Middle
School has been hard at work to
maketheannualtalentshowhap-
pen! Student Leadership teacher,
Mr. Trumble, and the rest of the
student council decorated the
gym to look bedazzled and spar-
kling for everyone to see. Start-
ing approximately two months
ago, Mr. Trumble had been col-
lecting forms for the talent show

and watched each and every act
atleast ten times to make sure the
performances and participants
would be ready for the stage.
Some studentsin sixth grade per-
formed dances together that they
choreographed themselves. Sev-
enth-grade boys came together
and decided to “dance” to Single
Ladies, butdueto thelack of prac-
tice, they weretold tofold theiract
since it was just to get alaugh out

of their classmates. A few eighth-
gradegirlssangtheir favorite mu-
sicaltracksand gotafewstanding
ovations.

A total of eleven acts were on
stage for the talent show, and each
student was able to share their tal-
ents with their peers while partici-
pating in a friendly competition.
There were three judges; the mid-
dle school’s principal, vice-prin-
cipal, and art teacher. Sixth, sev-
enth, and eighth-grade students,
watched their friends’ talents un-
der thelights of the stage. Oneact,
astand-up comedy, was donebya
sixth-grader who wanted to show
his family’swayofhavingfun with
aspin. With the help of a popular
seventh-grade student, Damien,
they were able to get the whole
gym laughing at their hysterical
jokes about their own qualities.
Although the groups that danced

My Sophomore Year Coming to a Close

As the 2021-2022 school year is
comingtoa close, so is my sopho-
more year of high school. It has
been an exhilarating experience,
to put it into words. It has been
full of countless memories with
friends, real struggles with work,
and the funaspects ofbeingahigh
school student. Personally, the
past school year has been more
fun than difficult, as I've experi-
enced the truelife of a high school
student. It was as great of an expe-
rience as  had imagined, and the
experience comesnothingcloseto
whatonewouldassume.

My sophomore year of high
school was technically my fresh-
man year in some ways. It was the
very first year of attending high
schoolin-person, as my freshman
year was virtual due to the pan-
demic. There were practically two
freshman classesthisyear, as there

Countless hours of working and studying was put into my sophomore year of
high school, andit's safeto saythat itwas allworthit.

were twice the amount of people
that were lost and stressed on the
firstdays of class. In the beginning,
it was definitely nothing less than
crazy. Everyone and everything
was so fast-paced, and I had never
felt school days go by faster. It was
abittersweet feeling, and although
it was very fun and thrilling, it felt
likemyhigh school experience was
going by way too quickly. I took
Honors/AP classesthisyearaswell,

BookTok: Trend or Trustworthy?

With TikTok’s ever-growing pop-
ularity, various subgenres of inter-
estshaveemerged ontheapp,rang-
ing from creative fashion tips to
“oddly satistying” videos of crush-
ingfloralfoamunder cartires.

Likewise, book-enthusiasts have
formed theirowncommunitycalled
“BookTok,”which currentlyhasover
49.2 billion views on its #booktok
tag. There, avid readers share their
favorite reads through aesthetic
montages of book summaries, de-
tailed reviews,and even sobbinginto
the camera after a heartbreaking
ending. BookTok hasbecomea full-
fledged communitythatevenhasan
influenceonthepublishingindustry.
However, popularityandcleartrends
can make one wonder: is BookTok
reallytrustable? Aretherecommen-
dations trulyas marvelousas people
claim orare theyjust more termina-
ble trends rotatingaround theinter-
net?

One of the most-recommended
novels on BookTok is They Both
Die at the End, by Adam Silvera.
This is a young adult novel follow-
ing Mateo and Rufus, two teenage
boys who happen to meet on the
lastday oftheir lives. In their world,

technology is so advanced that
death is predictable. On their day
of death, the boys end up spending
their last hours together, experi-
encing the adventures of alifetime
in a single day. The relationship
between Mateo and Rufusis one of
the best aspects of the novel. Their
distinct personalities create a har-
monious, colorful dynamic, which
grows as they explore themes such
asdeath,love,and a person’sinflu-
enceonanotherslife.

A Courtof Thornsand Roses, by
Sarah].Maas, isafantasy-romance
novel that has also been highly
lauded on TikTok. Containingall
of the internet’s favorite tropes—
enemiestolovers, curses,and mag-
ical beings—it’s difficult to scroll
through BookTok without en-
counteringthisnovel. Asamodern
retelling of Beauty and the Beast,
thestoryfollowsagirlnamed Feyre
whofightsfor survivalinaworld of
poverty and a coldhearted family.
Then, she is dragged to a magical
world where her captor turns out
to be powerful, immortal, and ex-
tremelyattractive. Whatfollowsisa
slow-burnromanceinwhich Feyre
exploresher newworld and experi-
ences love, adventure, and happi-

[Source: Author, Andrew Chung]

and it was more difficult than T ex-
pected. Even though the time in
class may have seemed short, the
workload and the difficulty of the
content was much more than I ex-
pected. Therewassomuchtolearn
aboutbothin-classandonmyown,
and I had to study an enormous
amounteverytimeIhadatest.

On the other hand, my sopho-

moreyearwasactuallymuchmore

Multiple books are highly trending
on BookTok! Are they good or over-
hyped? [Source: Author, Alexis Choil

ness. Although some say that the
novel can be too heavy on clichés,
A Court of Thorns and Roses is a
fantastic fast-paced adventure for
thosegettingbackintoreading.

Finally, It Ends With Us, by Col-
leenHoover,isanotheryoungadult
novel that has swept through the
BookTok community. Described
as “heartbreakingly beautiful”
and “rawand honest” by reviewers
on TikTok, this story follows Lily
Bloom,ayoungwomanwhostrug-
glesto overcome past relationships
and navigate new ones that both
bless and plague her life. At first,
the plot can appear to be a typical
romance where the ridiculously
handsome man is instantly at-
tracted tothelead female character.
However, it takes an unexpected

to Annie, sang to Moana’s classic
songs and played their hearts out
on instruments, there had to be
awinner and a runner-up to the
greatshow.

Thejudges spent their Wednes-
day afternoon scoring each act,
giving notes, and writing compli-
ments for each of the brave souls
that went in front of the school
to showcase their talents. They
decided the final winner was
seventh-grade student, Henry G,,
who played his own little piece on
the electric guitar. Second place
wenttohisclassmate, Siena P., who
performed a version of the song
Rainbow by Kacey Musgraves on
the pianowhileshesangtheheart-
feltlyrics. It was a super fun expe-
rience, and as a part of the audi-
ence, I cantestifythatthewinners,
along with all the other students,
wereso talented!!

funthanwork. Despitetheamount
of things that I had to deal with
every day and the difficulty of the
content I was learning, there were
manyopportunitiesthatmyschool
hadprovided tohelp easemystress.
Thisincludedvariousclubs,suchas
the National Honors Society, that
gave me the chance to participate
inexciting events, while providing
service for my community. Also,
there wasalot more freedom thatI
experienced this year than when I
wasayounger student. 'mallowed
touse myphoneoncampusandit’s
my responsibility to get to class on
time on my own. It gave measense
of what it was like to be independ-
ent, and I feel that this year really
progressed my life and made me
feel more ready for becoming an
adult. Overall, it was an amazing
school year fulfilled with both joy-
tul and difficult aspects, but was
extremelyfun.

turn as Lily relives old childhood
traumas and encounters the com-
plexitiesof toxiclove.

These trending books create an
image of BookTok’s credibility as
a whole. Although there may be
some overrated novels in the mix,
most books are popular for good
reason. But, aside from being a re-
liable source of book inspiration,
BookTok has a more significant
effect on modern teenagers. With
the activity of pleasure reading
decreasingat alarming rates in so-
ciety, BookTok creates trends and
constant promotion through a
platform popular with teenagers,
which causes manynovels to pique
the interest of those who typically
donotread. “Iused to never read,”
freshman Diane Joung said. “But
I'm on TikTok every day, and after
seeing book recommendations, I
started reading again. I really love
someofthebooksI'vefound.”

Though it may be different for
every individual, trends have
shown that BookTok can truly be
a reliable source of book inspira-
tion, as well as a community to get
involved in if you enjoy or want to
beginreading!
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