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Inje County, Home to Extreme Sports
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Inje County is located inside
Gangwon-do Province. The un-
touched nature in the mountains
providesabright color of autumn
andapastel-toned sky duringsun-
set. My school, Juniper Christian
School, went to Inje tolearn about
natureand fellowship. During the
trip, the two critical fellowships
were paintballand rafting.

Paintball is an activity where
participants are in two teams—
eachplayerhasapaintballgunand
safety gear. The game's objective
is to stayalive and shoot the other

Thegroupstops forarestatone oftherocks foraphoto.

[Source: Juniper Christian School]

team with paint until they van-
quish. You are eliminated if you
gethitor runoutofbullets,and we
cannot shoot others closer than
5 meters to the target to ensure
safety.

Before we started paintball, we
listened to all the rules and the
dangers, and then warmed up.
When the game started, paint-
balls passed by with paint splat-
tering everywhere. One bullet
hit my kneecap, which gave me a
bruise the following day. At the
end of the chaos, our team won

after several battles.

A few days later, our school
went out rafting at Naerincheon
Stream, Inje, Gangwon-do, South
Korea. The stream water comes
from the Soyang River Dam, and
the Soyang River Dam is one of
thelargest dams in the world. The
safety drill taught us what to do
when we were thrown overboard.
The instructor told us to make a
butterfly shape and hold the pad-
dle until, hopefully, someone
cametorescue.

After the health and safety
training, we were on the stream.
The strong current carried the
boat across it. The instructor
was very skilled in dangerous
situations on the water. Jump-
ing into the freezing water was
the best and the worst decision
ever because the water almost
killed me, but it was a once-in-
a-lifetime experience that made
it special. After the rafting, the
boat needed to be taken onto
land. Even though the boat was

inflated with air, it was very
heavy. After the boat ashore, we
cleaned ourselves from the sand
and gravel.

Kaylyn Yu, an 8th grader from
Juniper Christian School, stated,
"Rafting wasreallyinteresting be-
causeI'venever tried itbefore,and
it was exciting going out with my
peers. It was fascinating to see the
beauty of naturearound the water,
especially since it was autumn.
Our guide was nice and support-
ive throughout the whole event
too. The water was ice-cold as of
theseason, soIwould recommend
rafting closer to the summer sea-

"

son.

Inje County also has beautiful
mountainsand forests, such asthe
Seoraksan Mountain and a grove
ofbirchtrees. Thistrip allowed me
to be with nature and learn more
aboutitfirsthand. Somewayswere
hiking, trekking, and catching
mantis. This once-in-a-lifetime
experience made me appreciate
natureand theharmonyithas.

A Resource Center on Fire, and Explosions Start Within

Only a couple of weeks ago, the
Kakao Data Center broke out in
fire, not hurting many people in-
sidethebuilding,butdamagingthe
opinions of those who use Kakao
on a daily basis. Until I could re-
searchthisandrealizehowbigofan
impact this event had on society, I
never understood why people were
sodependentonthisapp.

Kakaoisacompanythathasover
forty-seven million users, which is
about eighty-five percent of South
Korea’s population. Not only is
Kakao Talk acommon messaging
app used throughout Korea, but
Kakao pay is also used for many
other apps, where you can use it to
buy food, or any other payments
thatcanbemadein-storeoronline.
Kakao Taxi is also a service where
youareable todownloadanapp to
callataxitoyourlocation,butnone
of these applications were working
atthe time of the fire,and foracou-
ple of days after, until Kakao was
abletofixthesituation.
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Yes, thank

Kakao is an app that | use between family, friends, and different
organizations, butitisalsousedas asource of connections.

Thiscommonapp, Kakao,isjust
oneofthemostopenedappsinthe
world. People, regardless of where
they are, are opening messag-
ing apps, social media, and game
platformsanytime they want. The
apps are in front of them, so why
not have some entertainment?
In unpredictable, spontaneous
eventssuchasthefirein the Kakao
Data Center, people who are so

Larchmont Charters Victory

The Larchmont Charter School
Girls Varsity Volleyball team
recently won their last match,
putting them first in division
IV. Larchmont Charter school
has four campuses: Hollygrove,
Fairfax, Selma, and Lafayette.
But we're taking a closer look at
the campus called Lafayette, the
high school campus. Recently, the
school changed the grade levels
on this campus. Since the begin-
ning of 2015, theyhave homed 6th
gradetosenior students, but start-
ingin 2022, only freshmen to sen-
iors occupy the school. The main
motto of Larchmont is to provide
a socio-economically, culturally,
andracially diversecommunityof
students with an exceptional pub-
liceducation.

Larchmont Charter school has
avarietyof sports, frombasketball
to baseball, tennis, volleyball, and
much more. These sports teams
have accomplished many feats,

such as winning league champi-
onships and tournaments and
rising in divisions. Recently, for
their senior night, the Larchmont
Charters girls volleyball team
faced offagainst Amino Veniceon
their home courtand won with a
remarkable score of 3-0. With this
last win, they've now reached the
top of their league, standing at 9
wins to 1 loss, although this score
istiedwiththatof WISHacademy.
Thisisthebest thing tohappen for
this school, as they lost their last
match last year and could not be-
come the #1 in their division. But
now, they were finally able to at-
tainthetitleofnumberoneintheir
division!

Volleyball, a spring sport that
involves a lot of team play, is not
your average sport., It requires
coordination of every player, with
the main position being the set-
ter, as this is your main source of
offense. The positions include a

[Source: Author, Hannah Lee]

used to paying on this specificapp
canrunintoalotoftrouble. After
all, what if you're at the grocery
store and can’t pay for your gro-
ceries? Or you're at the cafe with
friends, just ordered a drink, and
now can'tpayforit?

However, not depending on
these services is nearly impos-
sible nowadays. It’s so much

easier to have a virtual card in
your pocket rather than carry
cash and change around. So
much lighter, and so much easier
to organize...what’s not to like?
Butbeing stuckin a technology-
filled world is not always the best
option. Emergencies are bound
to happen, and we never know
when one will spring out of the
darkness.

Once one incident such as this
occurs, peopleforgetaboutit. I’sno
longerabigevent, butsometimes, it
forever willleave a markin society.
Thisarticleisn’t made to convince
people to start carrying change
around, butitisareminder thatan
event can occur where people can’t
payforemergencies.

Butdontworry. Americadoesn’t
have to worry about that, because
the option of paying has so many
directions. Credit, debit, cash, gift
cards, younameit! It’s all there, for
our convenience.

The Larchmont Charter Volleyball team photo was taken after winning the

match.

middle, setter, outside, opposite,
andlibero. Volleyball requires the
players to always rotate in a clock-
wise motion, whenever the ball
is scored by the team that did not
serve. This means that the players
are always moving, and on their
feet to return to their main posi-
tionto getreadyand spike, receive,
or set based on their position. The
setter is usually the head of the
team,astheyaretheonegivingad-

[Source: RachelKang]

vice, and making plays, while the
libero is the heart of the team, as
they are the one who always gives
hope when times are hopeless, al-
ways receiving the balls that seem
unattainable.

The Larchmont Charter Vol-
leyball team did a great job this
year, and all students are looking
forward toareturningwinin next
yearsdivision championship.
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Paradise City Hotel: A Gem of Art

“Goethe” by Yong-baek Lee
expresses a being on a suitcase,
looking through a telescope into
the unknown.

[Source: Author, Kaylyn Yu]

Paradise City Hotel, located in
Incheon, Korea, is known for its
many amenities, such as luxuri-
ous rooms, fine dining, a shopping
plaza, swimming pools, a theme
park, saunas and spas, and more.
Nonetheless, another unrivaled fa-

cilityalsostands—theattractiveart
collectionsthatenrich every corner
oftheresortwhileimpressingmany
tourists.

There are 74 works of art inside
and outside the hotel grounds, in-
cluding the lobby, walk, and gar-
dens. Directly at the center of the
Paradise’s wow space lies Yayoi
Kusama’s “Great Gigantic Pump-
kin,” a type of installation art. The
golden-yellow pumpkinisstreaked
with a black polka dot pattern and
isvisible to every guest. Itisknown
asthe greatest piece of art Paradise
has to offer, glowing to its greatest
potential beneath a bright chande-
lier. In the lobby of the hotel stands
another installation art piece by
Damien Hirst, a glorious Pegasus
titled “Golden Legend,” with half
ofitsbody colored entirely gold and
the other half showing the inte-
rior of the mythical creature’sbody

down to its muscles. The beautiful
installation catches many people’s
eyes, asitisalso placed atthelobby’s
center. The “Goethe” installation is
themassivefigure ofabeingresting
onasuitcase,looking through a tel-
escope. By Yong-baek Lee, the work
restsata pointin Sky Park overlook-
ingthe ArtGarden.

Besides the art collections dis-
persed throughout Paradise City,
the hotel displays a permanent ex-
hibition ofartwork in Paradise Art
Space’s main square, which is free
foranyonetoview. Thesquareleads
to more exhibitions, which require
afeeunless oneisaregistered guest
atthehotelresort. Theseemanating
displaysarefeatured seasonallyand
may vary depending on the time of
year visited. An installation of art
found in the main square is “Gaz-
ing Ball (Farnese Hercules)” by Jeft
Koons, a part of his “Gazing Ball”

How a Rubik’s Cube Affects Your Life

Solvinga Rubik’s Cube mightseem
impossible at first. Many people
may have tried to solve the 3-by-3
Rubik’sCubealoneandfailed.Some
mighthave the challengingspiritto
solve orlookatit thinking that puz-
zles are complicated and not worth
trying. Solving a Rubik’s Cube
mightbeentertaining,butitcanalso
givenumerouslessonsinaperson's
life. ARubik’s Cubecanaffectthem
by encouraging them, giving them
critical thinking skills,and encour-
agingachallengingspirit.

Cubing can encourage people.
Many people can solve a 3-by-3
Rubik’s Cube blindfolded and in
one hand. It might seem impos-
sible at first; however, solving Ru-
bik’s Cube blindfolded or with
one hand is not hard. With much
practice, it will be as easy as solv-
inga3-by-3 cube withouta blind-
fold. Teaching other people how

Differenttypes of puzzles displayed at WCA (World Cubing Association) events

(leftyandthree fun puzzles (right, stacked).

to solve and waiting with patience
will motivate people. This way, Ru-
bik’s Cube can cheer people up by
making things possible that they
thoughtwereimpossible.

Differenttypesofpuzzleswillgive
people critical thinking skills, crea-
tivity,and theability to focus. Many
canbesolvedwithalgorithms;how-
ever, many steps to do puzzles need
critical thinkingskills. The firsttwo

Summoning All Writers

IfsNovember,themonthofautumn
leaves, pumpkinspice,and Thanks-
giving. But for others, it is also the
month of keyboard malfunctions,
hand arthritis, and conversations
with fictional characters. Knownas
National Novel Writing Month, or
“NaNoWriMo”, the month of No-
vemberisdedicated toachallengeof
writing 50,000wordsin30days. The
challenge was founded in 1999 bya
mannamed ChrisBatyandagroup
ofhis friends, and since then, hun-
dreds of thousands of writers of all
agesand interestshave participated
in this annual challenge. Divided
into a minimum of 1,667 words a
day, writers commit this time to re-
writeanoldprojectorstartfreshona
completelynewstory.

Between midnighton November
first and 11:59 P.M. on November
30, anyone who has successfully
written atleast 50,000 words is con-
sideredawinner! Althoughitseems
simple on paper, writing a book—
especially within a month—is no
easy task. Here are some ways to
have a successful month of writing
withNaNoWriMo!

Although itisn’t required, creat-
ing an account on the official Na-

NoWriMo website makes the ex-
perience easier and definitely more
fun! On the website, you can join
group discussions in the forums,
discover a community of writers,
and take advantage of the various
resources provided by authors and
other professionalsin thefield. Writ-
erscanalsoannounce their projects
and track their progress through-
out the month, not to mention gain
adorablebadgesandtitlesastheyhit
newbenchmarks.

There are a few main problems
that many writers encounter which
that prohibit them from reaching
the 50k goal. The first is simply a
lack of time. However, there is only
onewayto overcomethis: donottry
to find time to write, but make the
time. Whether this means getting
upanhourearlierinthe morningto
squeezein thosewordsbeforegoing
to school or work;, or giving up that
hour of Instagram to work on your
story, the only way one can actually
finish their project is to make time
for it every single day. Of course,
therearedays whenitseemsimpos-
sibletogetall thewayto 1,667 words.
Inthatcase,alittleextracanbedone
on other days, such as during the
weekends, tomakeupforit.

[Source: Author, Subeen Yu]

layers or two blocks (depending on
the method that people are using)
can be done intuitively, which re-
quires critical thinking. Moreover,
it will give creativity and power to
focusinordertosolve quickly. Also,
using those thinking skills might
help people toreactto certain situa-
tionsthattheyfaceinreallife.

Varioustypesof puzzles or cubes
may make people wantto try other

The second problem that arises,
especially in the middle of the
month, isthat the storyitselfstarts
to smudge a little. Perhaps you've
run out of ideas, or the plot isn’t
working out the way you were ex-
pecting. Perhaps all the plot holes
are making it difficult to continue.
For those who want to keep this
from happening, it may be a good
idea to plan beforehand. This
doesn’t mean mapping out every
detail of your story; even simply
identifying the introduction, mid-
point, and resolution will make
your futureselfextremely grateful.

Finally, there is simply a lack of
motivation. Here is where external
support comes in handy. In Na-
NoWriMo, you can talk to other
writers who are also trying to write
their novels. You can join writing
groups, find accountability bud-
dies,and participateinmini-writing
challenges to stay motivated and
productive. Thereareeven peptalks
fromfamousauthors!

Sometimes, the most daunting
partofwritingispullinguptheblank
page and starting from nothing.
However, NaNoWriMo is a chal-
lenge that forces one to simply sit

series. A white statue of Farnese
Herculeslooms imposingly, with a
metallic-blue, marble-like ball rest-
ingonHercules rightshoulder.

Soo-Hyun Jin, a resort guest,
shared, “My familyis visiting Para-
dise City Hotel as a family vacation
and break from life. The artistic
touches are wonderful because we
never really visit any art-related
places, and I think it’s good for our
boy to experience such art, like the
“Goethe.” Theworkiseasilyaccessi-
bleinoureyesjustbyresidinghere.”

Not only does Paradise City fea-
ture favorable entertainment, but
italso renders scenic paintings, in-
stallations,and other typesof crafts
to guests, something most resorts
couldn’t rival. If there is anything
that makes Paradise City Hotel
unique, it’s the intricate artwork
spreadacrossitsgrounds.

new puzzles. After people learn
howto solvea 3-by-3 Rubik’s Cube,
they may want to try new puzzles
such as 4-by-4 Rubik’s Cube and
Square-1. People might want to try
out different ways of solving these
puzzles, such as blindfolded and
one-handed, while others might
want to practice more and average
7-12 seconds on a 3-by-3 Rubik’s
Cube. Cubingwillgive challenging
spiritstopeople.

Cubing is very similar to every-
one’s life. Rubik’s Cube has about
43 quintillion different scrambles.
However, thereisalwaysasolutionto
that. Inreallife, there mightbe diffi-
culties;however, theremightbesolu-
tions for those difficulties. Solvinga
Rubik’s Cubewillencourage people,
givecritical thinkingskills,and give
challenging spirits. Try speedcub-
ingandlearn numerouslifelessons
fromRubik’s Cube.

Be apart of NaNoWriMo this year and
make your writing goals come true!
[Source: Author, Alexis Choi]

downand write, withoutgoingback
to edit. It’s just about getting those
words out on paper, no matter how
wordy and ugly they may be. At the
endoftheday,evenifapersondoesn’t
succeed in writing 50k words, they
willhave something, whichisbetter
than nothing atall! So whether you
have always wanted to writeanovel,
wantto improve your writing skills,
orsimplywanttotakeonachallenge,
thisistheyear. Perhaps, by theend of
themonth, youwillhaveafreshdraft
of a novel, new writer friends, and
most importantly, the satisfaction
ofknowing you rose up to the chal-
lenge!
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