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Vision Youth Charity Center's Summer Art Exhibition

Eachart piece shows the students’ unique understanding of the theme.
[Source: Author, Theo Lim]

Creative art pieces attract people
from all over the world. Recently,
students from South Korea and
the greater Los Angeles area came
together to collaborate on an art
exhibition. On June 17th of 2023,
the Vision Youth Charity Center
(VYCC) showcased an art gal-
lery in an effort to raise funds for
North Korean refugees who are
struggling with the physical and
mental scars of past traumatic ex-
periences. The second I stepped
into the gallery, I felt the dedica-
tion and passion of the youth who
werewillingtosupportoneanoth-
er.

Months before the event took
place, the VYCC had been plan-
ning and discussing the details
ofthis season’s exhibition. We re-
searchedand found outthatNorth
Korean citizens have been having
aharder time than usual since the
pandemic started, due to stricter
policies regarding the border and
quarantine measures. Based on
this, we chose the theme of love
and hope, especially for those who
are in need of help. Members and
families then gathered on the day
of the event and started off the
show with a prayer and a ribbon-
cuttingceremony.

The displayed paintings, crafts,
and t-shirts caught my attention,
each illustrating the students’
unique understanding of the
theme. Itwasinspiringto seemore
than 20 art pieces that showed
the talents of these young artists
who had poured their hearts into
their work, all in the name of alle-
viating the suffering of those less
fortunate. The vibrant colors of
the paintings, positive messages
inspired by bible verses, and the
simple yet meaningful designs of
the t-shirts, served as a reminder
ofhowbeautiful charity workis.

The art show was not just about
the students’ artistic talents, but
it was a sign of hope for the North
Korean refugees. Every purchase
made and every dollar spent di-
rectly contributed to funds for
organizations dedicated to sup-
porting the human rights of these
individuals who have endured
unimaginable hardships. My
family and I couldn't resist buy-
ingt-shirtsand paintingsfromthe

Helping Hispanic Immigrant Families

People whose parents are immi-
grantsor whoare startingtolearn
anew language at school should
acknowledge that it is complex
and requires a lot of time. Imme-
diately trying to learn a new lan-
guage might be frustrating due to
the lack of communication, but
whatifthere wasa programtoaid
in smoothening this transition?
Nammin, a community service
program run on behalf of HANA
Center, helps create the path to-
wardlearning English.

Since 1972, HANA Center has
been working within the commu-
nity. This organization initially
started by aiding Korean immi-
grants and Korean-American
families to adapt to the new cul-
turein America.Inthesubsequent
years, the HANA Center has
worked on helpinganyoneinneed
and branching out to people with
different backgrounds other than
justKorean Americans.

With this mission of unity in
mind, the Nammin program
was created. Building from the
ground up, the Hispanic immi-
grants needed a place to sleep, eat,
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In HANA Center’s monthly newsletter,
we'll share community announcements,
policy updates, events, actions, and
other exclusive content at the end of
each month. We're so excited to
connect with our community on a
regular basis through this newsletter!

Information about HANA Center [ource: HANA Center]

stay warm, and settle into the new
environment. After being pro-
vided with a hotel to call home,
the HANA Center gave them the
chance tolearn English. Each les-
son occurred twice a week for an
hour, and everyone from toddlers
to adults were allowed to join.
Starting with the basic alphabet,
numbers, and building skills so
that all the members could learn
to read, write, and speak, learn-
ing English seemed like a goal out
of reach. Even with some simi-
larities, English is very different
than Spanish. One needed to pro-
nounce theletter j’andlearn how
to pronounce vowels in different
scenarios. However, as each les-
son went by, everyone was able to
start communicating their own
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thoughts in English. Now it was
the students that were asking the
teachers, “How are you today?”
ratherthanthe otherwayaround.

With eagerness and enthusi-
asm, the students came to class
ready and prepared to learn, but
they also made it enjoyable for
those teaching them. The His-
panic families shared their native
cultures and cracked jokes, mak-
ingthegroupfeel more connected.
Despite the culturaland language
barriers, being able to communi-
cate and laugh together made it
much easier to create something
more than just a teacher-student
relationship.

In order to maintain this rela-

Starpower Nationals in the Las Vegas Heat

United by alove for dancing, over
twenty dance studios across the
west coast came together to com-
pete in Las Vegas during the hot
days of June. After months oflong
performances and competitions,
talented dancers of all ages show-
cased their routines and solos for
multiple judges and audiences.
Starpower Nationals Dance Com-
petition is an event that is always
looked forward to by all studios,
especially when it’s in Las Vegas
or, brightly described as Paradise
Valley.

Over the course of five days,
groupsfrom San Diegoto Phoenix
presented theirbest performances
to receive adjudications, trophies,
scholarships, and more! Each day
was filled with multiple award
ceremonies, where medals as big
as faces and trophies taller than
children were acquired by the top
dancers of the session. Not only

were there hours of friendly com-
petition each day but on the four
differentstages, everysingledance
was assessed by the judges' prefer-
ences and enjoyment. To bring
more fun to the week of dance
competition, one day was dedi-
cated to all the graduating senior
dancers, where they were able to
celebrate their long years of dance
astheymoveontothenextchapter
intheirlives.

A social event that every dancer
and family can take partin is the
neon day at Nationals, where eve-
ryone who is in neon and studio
spirit wear can come to cheer on
their fellow teammates onstage
with their bright colors and en-
ergy. Although justbeing there to
supportisplenty,theoveralldance
studio with the most neon and
spirit for their team gets to leave
thefinal competition ofthe season
with the title of Best Studio Spirit,
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event, we were compelled to sup-
port the fundraising through our
purchases.

Icommunicated withotherstaff
members and families about how
amazing it was to see the unity of
the organization. People from Or-
ange County, LA, and South Ko-
rea wereable to merge their efforts
and spread positivity by bring-
ing attention to their movement.
This fascinated me as I realized
how people were able to unite un-
der one goal, despite their diverse
backgrounds.

Helping the organization clean
up the stations and reorganizing
thetables, Ileft the event with are-
newed sense of hope and positiv-
ity. Each and every piece showed
me how powerful art can be in
terms of social impact. It was an
experience that left me with the
importanceofkindness,empathy,
andthebeliefin theworth ofevery
humanbeing.

tionship while keeping the stu-
dents' education in check, there
are some skills that volunteers
need to develop. Learningto com-
municate through gestures, talk-
ing slower, and emphasizing each
syllableinlettersisn’t natural fora
native speaker. However, for those
learning a new language, these
strategies help immensely. Vol-
unteers must be patient and will-
ing to repeat words, phrases, and
sounds several times so that the
Hispanic immigrants don’t feel
discouraged from asking ques-
tions and learn to have the right
pronunciation.

Volunteering within Nammin
creates experiences thatare mutu-
ally beneficial for both the educa-
tors and those learning. Branch-
ingoutto thosein need createdan
outlet for those who want to help.
Giving high school students, as
well as others, the opportunity to
volunteer in this program helps
apply what one learned in school
to the real world. This program
truly represents HANA, meaning
one in Korean, by joining people
fromdiversebackgroundstogeth-
erthrough education.

YMCA Dance Party on Stage During Last Awards Ceremony for Starpower Na

tionals

along with a banner bigger than
the size ofa TV, to putin their stu-
dioathome.

My own dance studio, Fusion
Dance Solana Beach, brought
over 100 dancers to Las Vegas to
perform and witness the progress
thathad occurred from the begin-
ning of the season, in September
through June. Despite the scorch-
ing Las Vegas heat, which, not to
mention, is over 20 degrees hotter
than thenormal San Diego weath-
er that we were all used to, FDSB

[Source: Author, Aspen Lee]

was able to bring what they know
asthejoyof dance from California
toNevada, with the constantcheer
and outstanding performances
in all levels, ages, and categories.
The Starpower Nationals Dance
Competition was a qualifying,
invitation-only event, but unlike
the standard competition with
losers and winners, each studio
acknowledged the pure talent in
each dancer,and everypersonwas
sohappy to do what theylove with
others who appreciated dance as
theydid.
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The Nightmare-Fueled Mind of Tim Burton

Shadow Monster atthe “World of Tim
Burton” Museum, Seoul.
[Source; Author, Ethan Chang]

Many of the movies we associ-
ate with a gothic and eerie at-
mosphere containing themes of
horror, dark humor, and drama
are often the creations of one
particular director: Tim Wal-
ter Burton. Born on August 25,
1958, Tim Burton is responsible
for the directing and produc-
tion of movies such as Beetlejuice
(1988), Batman (1989), Edward
Scissorhands (1990), The Night-
mare Before Christmas (1993),
Mars Attacks! (1996), Corpse
Bride (2005), and Sweeney Todd:

The Demon Barber of Fleet Street
(2007), many of which remain
beloved classics by many genera-
tions of viewers.

Burton’s career in the film in-
dustry began in the 1980s when
he was hired by The Walt Disney
Company, which took notice of
his 1979 animation short, Stalk
of the Celery Monster. His stay
onlylasted a few years before he
was fired following the creation
of his live-action film Franken-
weenie, a story about a young
boy reviving his recently de-
ceased dog. His firing was due
to Disney’s executives finding
the film too dark and unsuitable
for children. Following this set-
back, Burton went on to direct
his first successful film, Pee-
wee's Big Adventure, in 1985,
which earned more than 40 mil-
lion dollars at the box office. The
film also saw Burton’s lifelong
partnership with famed film
composer Danny Elfman, who
would go on to work on several
of Burton’s films, composing

some of the most iconic themes
in film history. Burton’s career
in horror-themed and gothic-
designed films would later gain
traction with the release of the
films Beetlejuice (1988) and
Batman (1989). Both films in-
corporated elements from Bur-
ton’s own drawings, depicting
creatures with disproportionate
limbs and cartoonish appear-
ances, gothic-style architecture,
romantic drama, and dark hu-
mor, often depicting death or
physicalharm.

Much of the designs incor-
porated into Burton’s films are
largelybased onhisown sketches,
which were heavily influenced by
his childhood heroes, famed au-
thors and illustrators, Dr. Seuss
and Roald Dahl. His influences
also extended to the story-tell-
ing of the authors The Brothers
Grimm, who were responsible
for cataloging and writing some
of the most influential fairy tales
inmodern memory,suchas Snow
White, Little Red Riding Hood,

Winston Churchill High School Activities This Summer

When we were little children, we
would be so excited that school
was finally over. We would go
to the pool, have playdates with
our friends, and go to the beach
with no worry in the world. Even
though we may still do this, older
students definitely have more re-
sponsibilities than before.

High school is debatably few of
the most important years of our
lives and determines a lot of our
futures, even though it may not
determineall of it. Because of this,
what you do over summer break
matters. And thisis what students
from Winston Churchill High
School are doing over this 2023
Summer!

Starting with myself, Tam a ris-
ing senior at Winston Churchill
High School. I successfully fin-
ished arguably the hardest year of
high school, but I still have alot of
things to complete fora productive
Summer. This 2023 Summer, [ will
beattendingaSummer Programat
Boston University for News Writ-

Brian Chen serve aballina blle

yball gae at Winston

ChurchillHigh School while practicing over the summer..
[Source: Author, Zoey Tahardi]

ing, which I believe will be very
helpful in further developing my
skills in writing. I will also be visit-
ing a number of universities both
near me and out of state, some ex-
amples being George Washington
University and New York Univer-
sity. I am also taking the SAT for
thelast time in August, soIwillbe
studying extremely hard to get my
desired scorethis Summer.

Another student with interest-
ing summer plans is Catherine
Chan, a rising junior from Win-
ston Churchill High School. She
hasaloton her plate this summer,

Sunny Hills Tennis Camp

Sunnyhills,ahigh schoollocated
in Fullerton, California, is very
well known for its tennis teams,
especially its girls tennis team.
The Sunnyhills tennis team
holds three-time CIF titles as
wellas 40 league titles. Recently
theybeat their rival school, Troy,
in the league championship 10-
8. These past years more than
30 or 40 people tried out for the
tennis team. According to the
coach of the team, Christopher
Ghareebo, it wasn’t always like
this. Just 5 or 6 years ago, there
weren’t this many people play-
ing tennis at Sunnyhills. Some
other accomplishments these
past years may be a two match-
winning streak against Sonora
highschool and Fullerton High
School.

In order to help students, the
tennis program of Sunnyhills set
upacamp wherethose

interested in joining the team

could meet the coach and possi-
ble teammates. This camp, which
happensatthebeginning of sum-
mer break, is a great way to show
the coach what you are capable of
and get some extra practice in. It
also helps people who are new to
the game to learn the rules and
get the fundamentals down. The
campisaweek-longeventand my
friendsand me, who attended, re-
allybenefited because of it. While
practicing by yourself is also ef-
fective, I found that even the
presence of a coach watching you
can help you improve your shots
and focus on the game better.
Overallthiscampisagood wayto
getintroduced to Sunnyhills ten-
nisand can give you a preview of
the team’s atmosphere and how
they practice.

During the camp, there were
about 3-4 coaches thathelped the
main coach. The students were
divided into three groups, begin-

as she is preparing for her junior
year and the SAT. She will be at-
tending weekly SAT Prep classes
and will be solving problems and
questions in her SAT workbooks.
In the middle of all of this, she is
also going to be visiting her fam-
ilyin Chicago, and visiting nearby
colleges as well. Another inter-
esting thing about Catherine is
that she is also a very impressive
junior Olympic swimmer! She is
apart of the Swim Team at Win-
ston Churchill High School and
proudlysaysthat “Itisthe summer
league season, where we compete
with a different team every Satur-

Many students try out for the game of

tennis each year and many of Sunny-

Hills students failto get intothe team.
[Source: Author, Jiseong Yool

ner, intermediate, and advanced,
and one of my friends and I were
placed in the beginner, although
at first, I didn’t like being put
there. However, as practices went
on, I figured I would still learn
some things evenifI wasinalow-
er group. Many incoming fresh-

and Hansel and Gretel. Many of
these tales carry dark themes, of-
ten depicting death, which were
conveniently ignored by produc-
erslike Disney, who wanted these
fairytalesto havea child-friendly
and marketableappearance.

Even some of Burton’s lesser-
praised films, such asthe remake
of Planet of the Apes (2001), the
remake of Charlie and the Choc-
olate Factory (2005), the live-ac-
tion Alicein Wonderland (2010),
and Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children (2016), still
carry some of Burton’s own
styles in terms of visuals and
generalatmosphere of weirdness
and uncanniness that makes his
filmsunique to watch.

Overall, if anyone is interested
inworldsand stories thatcombine
the elements of what many often
consider too dark foraregularau-
dience whilealso combining dark
humor and drama, I suggest you
take a peek inside the many mov-
iesand projects of Tim Burton.

day.” She will be racing in those
competitionsand willbebringing
spirittoherteam!

Staying on the same topic of
sports, Brian Chen,arisingsopho-
more from Winston Churchill
High School, says that he will be
practicing volleyball in order to
improve for the club season. He
is going to be practicing with his
team members and his friends all
throughout the summer. He has
been playing volleyball in an offi-
cial team for more than two years
andisapartofthevolleyball team
at Winston Churchill Highschool.
He will also be going to nationals
in Florida, which is the last tour-
nament for every team’s season.
He says that this is an extremely
big volleyball tournament and
will be competing against other
talented volleyball teams.

Students at Winston Churchill
High School plan on having a jam-
packed summer, with all sorts of
activitiesoccurring. SoThavetoask,
whatareyoudoingthissummer?

men and returning students wish
for an opportunity to play on the
team. Myself included, many
havebeen to tryoutslast year and
were surprised to see how many
people came. In fact, out of the
30 to 40 students that tried out,
as few as 3 or 4 people made the
team. Lots of students practice
during the summer and have
private lessons. Students train
countless hours weekly to obtain
better skills and consistency to
makeitontheteam.

While attending this camp
this year, I felt motivated to
make the team. Even though
there may not be many spots
open, T hope to make a good im-
pression on the coachat tryouts.
If your school offers a camp or
any sort of practice of any kind,
I recommend attending. This
camp allowed me to improve
and know what the Sunnyhills
tennis will be like.
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